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SUB J : INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT SADAT, MAY 24, NEAR CAIRO 

1. INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT SADAT AT THE "BARRAGES," 

OUTSIDE CAIRO-MAY 24, 1975-BY SENATOR HOWARD BAKER: 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: IN THE OPENING AMENITIES PRESIDENT SADAT 
SHOWED THAT HE WORE THE MANTLE OF HIS OFFICE WITH GRACE 
AND EASE, AND ALSO WITH A GOOD DEAL OF CONFIDENCE. 

3. 1 CONVEYED TO THE PRESIDENT AT THE OUTSET MY IMPRESSION 
THAT THERE SEEMED TO BE A WIDESPREAD BELIEF AMONG ISRAELIS 
THAT THING MUST CHANGE, AN UNEASY AWARENESS OF THE NEED FOR 
A NEW FLEXIBILITY. I SAID TOO THAT I THOUGHT IT SHOULD BE 
EASIER FOR ISRAEL TO DEAL WITH EGYPT THAN WITH ANY OTHER ARAB 
STATE, DESPITE THE FAILURE OF THE RECENT DISENGAGEMENT TALKS. 

4. "THE ISRAELIS," SAID MR. SADAT, "ARE IN CONFUSION." WE 

HAVE ALL KNOWN SINCE THE OCTOBER WAR THAT THE ISSUE CANNOT BE 

RESOLVED BY WAR, HE SAID. AND "YOU GIVE THEM EVERYTHING," 

THE PRESIDENT ADDED, BUT THEY STILL OBSTRUCT AMERICAN MEDIATION 
EFFORTS. "WHAT ISRAEL HAS DONE TO YOU IS A TRAGEDY." 
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5. THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN WITH REPORTS OF 
MASSIVE SOVIET ARMS AID TO LIBYA. THEY ARE PROVIDING THE 
LIBYANS WITH 2000 T-62 TANKS, WHICH ARE THEIR MOST ADVANCED, 

AS WELL AS SAM-6'S AND SAM-7'S AND OTHER MODERN EQUIPMENT- 
"AND WE NEVER KNEW ABOUT IT." THE RUSSIANS, HE SAID, ARE ALSO 
BUILDING A PORT AT TOBRUK. THE LIBYANS CANNOT POSSIBLY USE 
THIS EQUIPMENT BY THEMSELVES, THE PRESIDENT SAID; THEY WILL 
NEED "AT LEAST 50 YEARS" TO MASTER THE NEW TECHNOLOGY. THE 
SOVIETS WILL, THEREFORE. COME IN WITH ADVISORS, AND WILL NOW 
HAVE A NAVAL PRESENCE ALONG 2000 KILOMETERS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
COAST. "I AM AIMED AT," SAID THE PRESIDENT, "BUT SO ARE YOU." 

6. 1 ASKED PRESIDENT SADAT ABOUT THE SITUATION IN LEBANON. 

7. "I PROPHESIED THIS," HE SAID. THE LEBANESE PHALANGISTS AND 
THE PALESTINIANS ARE BOTH TO BLAME FOR THE VIOLENCE, IN 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S OPINON. BOTH HAVE HEAVY ARMS; BOTH ARE 
STRONGER MILITARILY THAN THE GOVERNMENT. THE PLO EVEN HAVE 
SAM-7'S, SAID MR. SADAT. HE SAID THAT ARAFAT HAD TOLD HIM 
THAT HE HAD BROUGHT THEM ON THE STREETS OF BEIRT. "I AM NOT 
OPTIMISITC," HE ADDED. 

8. WHAT ABOUT ARAFAT HIMSELF? I ASKED. 

9. ARAFAT, THE PRESIDENT REPLIED, IS "A VERY GOOD MAN, THE 
MOST MODERATE IN THE PLO." BUT HE IS ALSO "VERY WEAK"-WEAK 
"AS A PERSON." ARAFAT TRIES TO COMPROMISE HERE AND THERE, 

SAID MR. SADAT, BUT "HE IS NOT IN CONTROL OF THE PLO. HE DOES 
NOT CONTROL THEM." BUT DESPITE HIS WEAKNESS ARAFAT IS THE 
BEST, AND HE LEADS THE LARGEST PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATION, FATAH. 

10. 1 NEXT ASKED THE PRESIDENT IF STEP-BY-STEP DIPLOMACY 
COULD BE REVIVED. 

1 1 . MR. SADAT REPLIED THAT BEFORE EVERYTHIN ELSE THE UNITED 
STATES MUST MAKE AN OVERALL PROPOSAL FOR PEACE, WHICH COULD 
THEN BE IMPLEMENTED THROUGH A GRADUAL STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS. 

HE EMPHASIZED THIS APPROACH AS CONTRASTING WITH THE STEP BY 
STEP APPROACH OF THE PAST, WHICH DID NOT ENCOMPASS AN OVERALL 
PLAN FOR A GENERAL SETTLEMENT. THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT IF 
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THERE WERE A GENERALLY AGREED OVERALL PLAN, THE STEPS TAKEN 
WOULD BE TOWARD A KNOW OBJECTIVE, WHEREAS IN THE PAST THE 
PARTIES TOOK STEPS WITHOUT AGREEMENT AS TO WHERE THEY WERE 
GOING. WITHOUT SUCH AN INITIATIVE ON THE PART OF THE US, 

PRESIDENT SADAT SAID, GENEVA WOULD FAIL, OPENING THE WAY FOR 
THE RUSSIANS TO MAKE DIFFICULTIES FOR EVERYONE. 

12. THE OVERALL PLAN MR. SADAT HAS IN MIND IS THE RETURN 
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OF ISRAEL TO THE BORDERS OF 1967 WITH MINOR RECTIFICATIONS. 
ASKED IF THAT WERE HIS PLAN, HE REPLIED, "IT IS OKAY." BUT 
THE UNITED STATES, HE WENT ON.DOES NOT MAKE ITS POSSITION 
CLEAR. AND THE SOVIET UNION IS ENABLED IN CONSEQUENCE TO 
POSE AS THE ONLY FRIEND OF THE ARABS. IF THE UNITED STATES 
DOES NOT OFFER A PLANOF PEACE, THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED, 

IT WILL BE FAR WORSE OFF FOR HAVING GONE THROUGH THE 
MOTIONS OF REASSESSING ITS POLICY AND COMING UP WITH NOTHING. 

13. 1 TOLD THE PRESIDENT IT WAS MY IMPRESSION THAT EVERYONE 
WANTED TO PUT OFF GENEVA. "QUITE RIGHT," HE SAID, AND THAT 
INCLUDES THE SOVIET UNION; GROMYKO HAD SO TOLD FAHMY. AND 
HAVING MADE THIS MOVE IN LIBYA, HE ADDED, THE RUSSIANS ARE 
BIDDING FOR THE "UPPER HAND" IN THIS AREA. 

14. HOW CAN WE HELP? I ASKED. 

15. THE UNITED STATES MUST SOLVE THE ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT 
"BEFORE EVERYTHING," HE REPLIED. AND, HE EMPHASIZED, IT 
MUST BE DONE BY THE UNITED STATES, NOT BY THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE SOVIET UNION TOGETHER. HE WOULD ALSO BE BE ASKING 
THE US TO SELL ARMS— "DEFENSIVE ARMS"-TO EGYPT-"TO HELP 

ME AS YOUR FRIEND." THE UNITED STATES, THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED, 
NEEDS A SUCCESS IN THIS ARAB-ISRAELI PROBLEM. "AND AFTER THAT 
I SHALL BE ASKING FOR ARMS." 

16. 1 NOTE AS A MATTER OF INTEREST THAT PRESIDENT SADAT MADE 
NO MENTION IN THIS INTERVIEW OF THE LETTER SIGNED BY 76 
SENATORS EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF ISRAEL, EVEN THROUGH THAT 
LETTER WAS MUCH IN THE NEWS THAT DAY.) END QUOTE. 
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